BS7 – “Hate: The Heart of Discipleship” Luke 14:25-26
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I have to say, this message and Bible study are of enormous significance to your life.  To ignore them would not be wise.  I pray that you will listen to the message on www.td.mbcla.org and attack this study with heart and courage. – Arthur

Dealing With a Difficult Passage
“Now large crowds were going along with Him; and He turned and said to them, “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.  Whoever does not carry his own cross and come after Me cannot be My disciple.”  Luke 14:25-27

No question, this is a difficult passage to comprehend.  The temptation would be to just pass over it and not really deal with it.  That would be a form of hating what Jesus is teaching, preferring the aspects of Jesus’ teaching that suit us, rather than receiving what He has to give us, whether we like it or not.  This is one of those teachings we need to receive and pay close attention to.  It is so vital that He informs us that if we don’t abide by it, we cannot be His disciples.  In other words, if we’re going to be His disciples, it’s going to be on His terms, not ours … and it’s going to cost us.

Del Tackett insightfully comments that “assumptions are the most dangerous form of knowledge.”  How true.  When we assume that we know what someone is like, how someone will respond, what someone means by his words or actions, or how something works, etc. without making the efforts of verification, we usually end up in a heap of wrong conclusions, confusion, and illegitimate responses.

That is especially true when interpreting the Bible.  If we read words in the Bible and just assume we know what the author meant by those words, using the rubric of our own understanding of those words and the pattern of how we use those same words, we’ll likely end up misinterpreting the Bible.  Our charge is to try to find out what was really meant when those words were stated or written.  

In this particular passage of espousing “hate,” we need to see if our personal understanding of “hate” is what Jesus meant when told us to “hate” our families.  One principle way to uncover what Jesus means is to compare his statements with other statements He has made about family.  That often helps clarify more provocative statements such as this one.

1. Read the following verses, jotting down notes. 

a. Matt.10:34-36

b. Matt. 15:4-6

c. Matt. 19:29

d. Matt. 27:47-50

e. Mark 3:33-35

f. Luke 12:51-53

2. In reading through the verses above, what emerges that can add understanding to what it means to “hate” our family members?  What further questions emerge?

3. What do you think Jesus meant when He said He came not to bring peace, but a sword, and set a household against itself?  What did He not mean?

Gaining a Context for “Hate”
To better understand Jesus’ words, not only should we look at what else He had to say about our family members, but we should also look at the context and conditions under which He was saying them – trying to “walk in their sandals” as it were.

I’m sure many of you are aware of how dangerous it can be to become a Christian in a Muslim nation today.  Islam is firmly established as THE only religious choice.  Yet, because it is so staunchly forced upon its citizens, many are Muslims by mandate or by culture, not by conviction.  For those who have dared to convert, following Jesus has cost them their lives, some at the hands of their own families.  In some countries, it is illegal to become a Christian; it is a crime punishable by death.  In some families, a son who has converted to follow Jesus, is allowed to stay, but is practically disowned by his parents.  The household tension is enormous.  This is happening today.

In Israel, two-thousand years ago, the Jewish culture, history, tradition, and family suasion was mighty strong.  To leave that religious and familial structure to follow a “renegade” like Jesus would’ve somewhat been like a Muslim becoming a Christian today. It would be considered radical, irreligious, anti-establishment, and anti-family.  The people who did this would be considered outcasts, misfits, hating their family, and “not what we want for our children.”

Try to imagine what it would be like to be ostracized from your family, friends, and most others in society … all because you “hate” your family to follow Jesus and now hang around His other followers, most of whom you would never have dreamed of befriending prior to your conversion.  

You are now a follower of Jesus, who was Jewish public enemy number one.  Following Him exposes the very weaknesses and faults not only within your religious structure, but within your family’s structure.  

It’s not just that you’re following Jesus, but you’re now associating and identifying yourself intimately with HIS followers.  These are the people you are now “doing life” with.  His followers and their worldviews go beyond the “safe and traditional.”  They are not what your family had in mind.  They are definitely not homogeneous and not the people you’ve been brought up to hang around.  They are Gentiles, disabled, women, Samaritans, outside your normal social circles, older, younger.  Like their leader, they are those who think for themselves and do not kowtow to tradition for tradition’s sake.  They are now your new family.  You are now giving up your time and treasure to fellowship and serve them.  You’re selling your property (Acts 4) – property that has been in the family for years – for them???  
What would the atmosphere be like at home every day?  Constant tension? Constant direct and indirect jabs at your faith and your friends? ( “If you’re really following God, would God want you to be constantly fighting with your family and creating such discord?  We don’t want you hanging out with these people, and yet you insist.  This can’t be from God.”  
You may be disowned, kicked out, even killed by your own family.  If you remain at home, home life will be “hell.”  You will be paying for your choice daily, unless or until you forsake your choice.  Your ongoing decision to follow Christ and identify yourself with His followers would be “hating” your family by passing over your physical family in a certain way with a commitment only reserved for your Heavenly Father and your spiritual family.
4. Why does Jesus focus on the family to make the statement, , “If anyone comes to Me, and does not hate his own father and mother and wife and children and brothers and sisters, yes, and even his own life, he cannot be My disciple.”?   Why doesn’t He just say that we have to “hate” everyone to be His disciple?

Though, the Greek word for hate, miseo, normally connotes an emotional detesting (as does the Hebrew, sane) that is not always the case.  It can also mean to “pass over” or withhold a certain provision or blessing from someone that is given to another.

5. Look up the following verses and substitute the words “pass(ed) over” for the word “hate(ed).”  Do the verses make more sense this way? 

a. Gen. 29:30-34

b. Luke 14:26

c. Luke 16:13

d. Rom. 9:13

6. How does this idea of hating our family look in our every day lives?  

a. How does the Lord want us to honor our parents (Eph. 6:1) and hate them at the same time?  

b. How would this actually look in your life?  Do you need to make any adjustments in the way you view and treat your family?  

c. How can you ensure that you are living out this command, not over doing it nor under doing it?

7. What did God design the family to be?  What is it not supposed to be?

8. Why is it significant that Jesus didn’t end His comments with the family, but with hating our own lives?  What is He really getting at?

How Does This Look Today?

During 1st century Palestine, there certainly weren’t as many individualistic “distractions” and opportunities for idolatrous pursuits as there are today in the 21st century western world that we live in.  You pretty much had your life laid out for you.  You definitely belonged to a certain family, would likely follow in your family business or trade, would have an arranged marriage or one heavily influenced by your parents, and would follow your familial religious structure.  There may have been some wiggle room, but not a whole lot.  And while there is some virtue in that, it’s also the reason that most of the Jews weren’t ready to accept Jesus.  They couldn’t.  There wasn’t enough room in their human-wisdom-built life structures for the Spirit to move.  They were convinced they knew how things were supposed to be – how life was to be lived, what was proper and acceptable, what honored God and what didn’t, and what the Messiah was going to be like when He returned.  They were set on making sure they fulfilled their ideologies of what God wanted rather than to truly listen to God and allow room for the Spirit to move - not contrary to His word, but perhaps contrary to the their extrapolations of what they desired His word to say.  

9. What extrapolations of God’s word do we make in our lives today that aren’t necessarily biblical, but have become such staples in our lives and carry biblical-sized weight that to do anything otherwise would be met with such disdain?

10. The family was far and away the strongest and highest profile “establishment” in society.  Not so today.  There are now several more pursuits and institutions that carry authoritative weight in our lives, dictate our schedules, what we read, how we spend our time, etc.  Name some of these “establishments,” both in society and in your life.

11. How can we broaden the application and apply the Luke 14:26 mandate to our lives today, so we can stay grounded and rooted in Christ while living under these expanded authorities and “establishments”?

12. Rewrite and expand Luke 14:26 in your own words and make it personal and specific to your own life.  Write it as if Jesus were speaking directly and personally to you, addressing the particulars and specifics of your life.  I’ll start you off …


“If you, ___________________________________, come to Me and do not hate …



   
  (fill in your name)

Coram Deo
As we learned in the message, all this really comes down to worth.  What is Jesus worth to you?  The answer to that question will determine the course of your life … forever.  Jesus is very clear about this.  Either He is worth more than anything and everything to you, or He will have no part of an eternal relationship with you.  There is no in between.
13. Read Matt. 10:34-40 again, as well as Matt. 13:44.  

a. Is there anything and/or anyone you love and give more worth to than the Lord?

b. Are you experiencing and living with the joy of the man who joyfully sold everything to obtain the treasure of his life?  If not, it’s because you haven’t surrendered and given up everything to God.  You’re still holding on to lots of other things besides Him.  That brings worry, distraction, and a tenuous grip on God.  In an effort to hold onto it all, you are in serious danger of losing it all.  God has definitely called us to surrender them.  Are you willing to take that risk and obey in faith?  If so, call a counselor or spiritual mentor and set up a time to discuss this and pray over it.  In the meanwhile, offer up a heart-felt prayer to the Lord now.

